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Spain.    The man who did most to bring this about was
called SIMON BOLIVAR.

Simon Bolivar,  *the Liberator' of South America, was
born in 1783 at Caracas, a town on the north coast of South
America.    He came from a noble Spanish family, and was
sent to Spain for his education.    He was in France during
the latter part of the French Revolution, and visited the
U.S.A. a litde later.    Returning to his birthplace when ,he
was 23 years of age, he began to work for the separation
of the South American colonies from Spain.    Five years
later a Declaration of Independence was issued, under which
a federation of states was to be formed in the north-west
part of South America, on the model of the U.S.A.   The
rebels were at first successful, but after three years of fierce
fighting against the Spanish Government's forces, Bolivar
and his army were  badly defeated,  and his  capital city,
Caracas, was captured by the Spanish.    Bolivar escaped to
a neighbouring city, Cartagena, where he again organized
revolt; but he was again defeated, and had to seek refuge
in the British colony of Jamaica.    After two years he re-
turned to South America, where he now met with success.
There was fierce fighting against the Spanish, during which
Bolivar performed  the  feat of marching his  ill-equipped
army across the snow-covered Andes mountains;    In 1819
the Spanish army was severely defeated and a new republic
was proclaimed, consisting of the states now called Vene-
zuela, Colombia and Ecuador.   Bolivar was its first President.
The next five years were spent in assisting other regions
to obtain their freedom from the Spanish: first Panama,-
and then Peru.   Argentina and Chile had, in the meantime,
revolted.     Having   freed   themselves   from   Spanish  rule,
they  formed   themselves  into  republics  under   their own
leaders.    Brazil was a Portuguese colony, but in 1822 it
was declared an independent kingdom under the rule of the
Portuguese prince, Pedro.   It became a republic much later,
in 1889.

The latter part of Bolivar's life was unhappy owing to
the fact that he had to witness the breaking-up of the federa-